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Gray Squirrels 
 

NATURAL HISTORY: 

 

Gray squirrels are one of our most familiar mammals.  As tree-dwelling animals, they prefer 

extensive tracts of oak, hickory and beech trees with some conifers.  They have strong legs and 

claws for jumping and climbing and powerful jaws for cracking open nuts.  As a member of the 

rodent family, they have two upper and two lower incisors that are constantly growing.  This 

creates the need to gnaw on hard objects such as bones, bark and nuts to prevent their teeth from 

growing too long and piercing the roof of their mouth.  In captivity, rehabbers must remember to 

provide them with sticks and sterilized bones for gnawing to ensure their teeth are kept in good 

condition. 

 

Their diet consists mainly of plant material.  In spring they eat buds, flowers, twigs and even sap.  

In summer, fruit, seeds, berries and mushrooms are the mainstay of their diet.  In fall and winter, 

the nuts of oak, hickory, walnut and pine trees are eaten along with corn and fall fruits.  In 

addition to these items, occasional animal matter is eaten.  The size of local squirrel populations 

is directly proportional to the quantity of food produced.  Each squirrel requires 100 pounds of 

food each year. 

 

Gray squirrels are active all year round.  Their peak active season is fall when they are busy 

gathering and storing food for the winter.  Their fur thickens during this time and they also get a 

thick layer of subcutaneous fat to help keep them warm during the winter. 

 

Gray squirrels reach sexual maturity at the age of 11 months and may have two nesting periods a 

year, in the spring and in the fall.  During mating season, the “squirrel romp” will be observed 

where the male chases the female around and through the trees.  This stimulates ovulation and 

subsequent mating.  Gestation is 40-45 days.   

 

The average nest can contain from two to six blind, naked babies.  The babies will remain in the 

nest for about six weeks but will remain close for about a month after they begin foraging on 

their own.  Nests, called drays, are built from tender leaves and twigs high in the trees that 

provide the food source for the young squirrels while they are in the nest.  They will also nest in 

hollow areas in trees not to mention the occasional attic or bird house.   

 

 

WHEN TO REHAB: 

 

Tree cut down containing squirrel nest:  If the babies and mom are uninjured, advise the caller 

to leave the babies near the fallen tree, stop all activity and leave the area to give Mom a chance 

to retrieve the babies.   If there are roving cats in the neighborhood, ask the caller to place the 

babies in an open box or basket nailed to a nearby tree and as high in the tree as you can reach.  

In most cases, once mom feels safe, she will return for her babies and move them to a new 

location.  (Squirrels frequently have backup nests.)  Usually this takes no more than an hour, but 

sometimes it can take a while longer.  A first time mother may not come back at all in which 

case we will need to bring the babies in for rehab.   
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If the call comes in towards evening, have the caller bring the babies inside for the night and 

place them in a box with a cloth nest over a heating pad set on low.  The heating pad should be 

placed outside the box under only half the box so the babies can move away from the heat if they 

get too hot.  No food should be given.  Early the next morning (dawn), the babies should be 

placed outside again by the fallen tree to see if mom comes after them.  If she does not retrieve 

them within the hour, the babies will need to come in for rehab.  As the babies will have been 

without food overnight, try to get them to a rehabber as quickly as possible. 

 

Babies found at the base of tree:  A baby may fall out of a nest or be blown out by storm 

winds.  If uninjured, leave for an hour (see procedure above) to see if mom comes to retrieve it.  

If injured or dehydrated, bring the baby in. 

 

Babies brought in by cats:  Cats carry bacteria under their claws and in their saliva that is 

deposited in its prey when the prey is scratched.  This bacteria sets up an infection within the 

prey which will weaken the prey or kill it outright.  For this reason, all babies who come in 

contact with cats need to be brought in and started on antibiotics as quickly as possible. 

 

Babies brought in by dog:  If uninjured and the caller knows where the nest is and is willing to 

keep the dog up for awhile, try leaving the baby near the tree to see if mom retrieves it.  Bring in 

for rehab if she does not return for it. 

 

Babies found in unlikely spot:  Treat as cat bite. 

 

Injured squirrels:  Any injured squirrel should be brought in for treatment and rehabbing. 

 

 

CAPTIVE CARE: 

 

Intake Procedure:   

 

A rapid first assessment of the squirrel’s condition is critical.  Look before you touch.  The way a 

squirrel sits, its alertness, signs of blood or diarrhea in the box can tell you quickly if there is a 

condition that needs immediate attention.   

 

1. Look for life-threatening conditions. 

 

• Substantial blood loss, seizures, Dyspnea/Apnea (difficulty breathing), burns, vomiting, 

obvious broken bones, major cuts and gashes, eye injuries, etc. need the immediate 

attention of a vet.  If you notice any of these conditions, get as much history from the 

finder as you can on your way out the door. 

 

• Shock is defined as a collapse of the circulatory system that leads to decreased blood 

supply to vital organs.  Shock can be caused by severe bleeding and other serious 

injuries, severe diarrhea or severe stress from captivity.  Shock from stress usually occurs 
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in older squirrels as they are more aware of their surroundings and condition. 

 

Signs of shock in squirrels are cold temperature (especially in the extremities), a glassy-

eyed stare, unresponsiveness to touch and rapid pulse and respiration. If these signs are 

accompanied with bleeding or other injuries, get the squirrel to a vet immediately.  

Severe shock will require intravenous fluids, constant monitoring and possible steroid 

treatment. 

 

For mild shock, place the squirrel over heat and leave it alone to warm up.  Once 

warmed, you will need to replace fluids using Lactated Ringers or Pedialyte.  Calculate 

the squirrel’s daily intake as follows:  squirrel’s weight in grams X .08 = daily intake in 

cc’s.  Administer a little more than half of this amount as soon as the squirrel has 

warmed, then monitor.  If the squirrel does not show signs of stabilization, you should get 

it to the vet quickly.   

 

If the squirrel does stabilize, wait another hour or so, administer the remaining fluids, 

wait another hour then go to the Thorough Check-in Step (step 5). 

 

2. If there are no life threatening conditions, get a full history of the squirrel from the person 

who brought you the animal. 

 

• Where was the squirrel found and in what conditions?  A squirrel out in the middle of the 

yard with no nest around could have been dropped there by a cat or dog so you may want 

to look for scratches and treat as you would for cat contact. 

 

• How long ago was the squirrel picked up?  Has it been given anything to eat?  What was 

it fed?  How much? 

 

• Has it been seen by a vet?  If so, which vet and what was their assessment?  Any 

medications?  When was medication given last? 

 

3. While you are getting the history, you can do an initial once-over exam looking for scratches, 

and other problems. 

 

• If old enough to be balanced on its feet, is the squirrel standing on all fours or is it 

favoring a leg?  Possible fracture or trauma. 

 

• If old enough, is the squirrel able to curl its tail over its head?  Possible spinal trauma. 

 

• Is the squirrel alert or in a stupor?  Possible shock or head trauma. 

 

• Are parasites visible?  If so, the squirrel has probably been down for some time and will 

need balanced electrolyte rehydration. 

 

• Is the squirrel moving around in a circle or is its head tilted?  Possible head trauma, virus 

or ear infection. 
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• Is the squirrel making rasping sounds when breathing?  Possible pneumonia or 

malocclusion. 

 

• Does the squirrel have a bad odor?  Possible maggot infestation, severe abscess or 

diarrhea. 

 

• Is the squirrel shivering (hypothermic) or panting (hyperthermic)?  

 

4. Check the squirrel’s temperature and check for dehydration..   

 

A squirrel should be warm to the touch.  A squirrel’s normal temperature is 98-102 

degrees.  Do not try to take it’s temperature with a thermometer.  This can be stressful for 

the squirrel and unnecessary.  If the squirrel feels warm to the touch, its temperature is 

OK.  To check for dehydration, gently pinch the skin along the back.  If it stays “tented” 

for more than two seconds, the squirrel is dehydrated 

 

• If the squirrel is warm to the touch and not dehydrated, go to the Thorough Check-in 

Step (step 5). 

 

• If the squirrel is cold to the touch and not dehydrated, place over heat and let the 

squirrel warm up.  Once the squirrel is warm, go to the Thorough Check-in Step (step 

5). 

 

• If the squirrel is dehydrated, begin fluid administration immediately.   

 

If dehydration is mild, oral rehydration is preferred over subcutaneous rehydration as 

it is less stressful for young animals.  Oral fluids can also be warmed for squirrels that 

are cold which will help to warm the squirrel from the inside out.  Lactated Ringers, a 

balanced electrolyte, is the preferred choice.  In an emergency you can use Pedialyte 

(a human infant rehydrating solution).  Feed 5% of body weight in cc fluids, example:  

you would feed a 50g baby 2.5cc fluids (50 X .05 = 2.5cc). 

 

Once fluids are given, place the squirrel in a box amid nesting material and place the 

box on a heating pad set on low for warm squirrels or medium for cold squirrels.  The 

heating pad should be placed under only half the box to allow the squirrel to move 

away from the heat if it gets too hot.   

 

Check the squirrel’s temperature and dehydration state in an hour.  If the squirrel has 

warmed up, turn the heating pad down to low.  Administer additional fluids at three 

hour intervals as needed (usually 2 to 3 fluid feedings are all that will be needed for 

mild dehydration). 

 

NOTE:  If you rehydrate orally with lactated ringers, do not feed formula at the same 

time you give the fluids.  Formula and fluids administered orally together can cause 



 

Gray Squirrel Care 

Page 6 of 20 

dehydration.  If you feel the animal is in need of calories as well as rehydrating fluids, 

you can add some Nutrical to the lactated ringers when giving fluids orally.  

 

If dehydration is severe or the squirrel is weaned, subcutaneous administration of 

lactated ringers is the preferred method. You can feed formula at the same time you 

administer lactated ringers, subcutaneously. DO NOT use Pedialyte for fluid 

replacement if you are administering fluids, subcutaneously, and NEVER add caloric 

supplements to lactated ringers if administering, subcutaneously. 

 

Once you begin rehydration treatment and the baby is warm, go to Thorough Check-

in (step 5) to complete intake procedure. 

 

5. Thorough Check-In:  When the squirrel is warm and stabilized, check it over thoroughly in 

good light for any injuries or other signs of illness that you may have missed on your first 

once-over.  If you find serious injuries or conditions that you missed, have a vet tend to it. 

 

6. Weigh the squirrel on a gram scale.  Place the squirrel in an enclosed container for weighing 

to ensure the squirrel won’t jump out.  A quart plastic berry box with lid and slits in the side 

makes an excellent weighing box.  Be sure to subtract the weight of the box from the total 

squirrel-in-the-box weight to get an accurate squirrel weight.  Weight accuracy is essential 

for determining how much to feed. 

 

7. Keep an accurate record of your intake noting medical condition and impressions.  A daily 

log of your care is essential for tracking the squirrel’s progress and it helps you gain 

knowledge about the animals in your care.  It is also a requirement of your rehab permit.  

State officials have the right to review your records at any time. 

 

Handling: 
 

Baby squirrels should not be played with.  Remember, you don’t want to make them a pet and 

you don’t want them to get accustomed to people.  When not feeding or treating the animal, 

leave it alone in a quiet room.  All household pets, especially cats and dogs, should be kept as far 

away as possible.  

 

If you have pets be sure to change into fresh clothes before tending your squirrels so you do not 

carry cat and dog smells into the squirrel room.  Remember, in the wild, cats and dogs are not 

healthy for squirrels and you don’t want your squirrels getting accustomed to cat and dog scent 

or they may be easy prey once released.  Also be sure you wash your hands well before handling 

squirrels to remove pet scents and other substances like hand cream that may be toxic to 

squirrels.  And be sure to wash well after handling squirrels to ensure you don’t pick up or 

transmit any squirrel to human diseases.  Using a Betadine surgical scrub or a weakened 

Betadine solution rinse before a good soap and water scrub will ensure clean hands after 

handling squirrels.   

 

If you or the squirrel have open wounds, you should always wear latex gloves (made in the 

U.S.A.) when handling the squirrel.  It’s also a good idea to wear gloves when cleaning cages as 
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you will inevitably come into contact with squirrel feces.  Children should never handle wild 

squirrels and adults who are sick should avoid handling them as this human population is more 

susceptible to infections and diseases. 

 

If you rehab adult squirrels, you need to be extra careful.  Remember that adult squirrels can 

crack walnuts and fingers as well.  A good pair of welder’s gloves will provide you the best 

protection.  You can also reduce the squirrel’s stress by covering the squirrel’s eyes with a towel. 

  

Housing: 
 

Babies with their eyes closed can be kept in a relatively small container as they like to stay piled 

up in the nest.  Small aquariums, like the kind used for small amphibians, make excellent 

incubators for newborns (1-2 week olds).  The aquarium retains heat and, if you have an 

aquarium-type light, also provides extra warmth from above. 

 

A Rubbermaid storage box with a large hole cut out of the lid and with screening material afixed 

over the hole makes an ideal squirrel box.  These boxes have no rough edges to injure the 

squirrels, the sides are not see-through so they keep the stress level down and they are easily 

cleaned (rounded corners in the bottom).  You can get these boxes in various sizes...small for 

infants up to six weeks of age, big ones for weaning age and older.  Note: If you affix the screen 

to the lid with nails and wood, be sure the wood on the inside of the lid is curved and that you 

nail from the inside out so there are no sharp edges for the babies to injure themselves. 

 

In an emergency, a cardboard box can be used for baby squirrels, as well.  Be sure the sides are 

quite high and cover the box with screening to keep your squirrels inside.  Cardboard boxes 

should be checked carefully for urine saturation and replaced as needed.  Never use a box for 

consecutive litters as you have no way of disinfecting the box between litters.   

 

Do not use wire cages for babies as these cages can cause head, foot and tooth injuries. 

 

As the babies’ eyes open, they will begin exploring outside the nest and, subsequently, will need 

a bigger container that will give them ample room for their nest, a food station, a potty station 

and an area to play.  Sturdy branches should also be provided for the babies to climb on and 

gnaw on.  Continue using a cloth nest while in this container.  You may want to add a few leaves 

to the box just before transferring to the outside cage to prepare them for their new environment.  

Also continue to use the heating pad for at least a week after moving to this box. 

 

Once weaned and eating well on their own, the juveniles should be placed in a large outside cage 

to acclimate them to the outdoors and the resident squirrel population.   Never use glass 

aquariums or plastic containers for outside cages as these containers can heat up quickly and 

cause heat stroke.  The outside cage should be constructed of ½” hardware cloth (wire mesh) 

over a wooden frame.  If you use treated lumber, for the cage frame, be sure the wire mesh 

covers the inside of the cage to prevent the squirrels from chewing on the treated lumber…which 

will poison them.   The cage needs to be at least 4’ X 4’ X 4’ for two squirrels.  Add 2’ in height 

or length for every two squirrels added.  The cage also needs a nest box for the juveniles to sleep 

in.  The nest box should be about 14” X 10” X 10” with a 3” hole in the upper front corner.  In 
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addition the cage should contain plenty of branches with bark on them for climbing and chewing 

and lots of leaves in the nest box and on the bottom of the cage.   You should also hang a natural 

bone in the cage to be sure the juveniles can keep their teeth in good shape.  There should be an 

escape hatch 3” in diameter located near the top of the cage that can be opened when you are 

ready to release the babies.  (See attachment for cage instructions and diagram.) 

 

All squirrel containers should be cleaned with a weakened Clorox solution and set in the sun to 

dry to ensure the container is thoroughly disinfected between litters. 

 

Babies with their eyes closed should be kept in a container on a heating pad set on low until their 

eyes are open and they are fully furred.  When squirrels with their eyes open begin sitting on top 

of nesting material or away from the heat, they are letting you know they are ready to be taken 

off the heating pad.  Squirrels arriving with their eyes open should be placed over low heat as 

well until you have had time to observe them to determine if they still need the heat.  The heat 

also reduces the likelihood of the squirrel going into shock and gives them time to adjust to 

captivity.  If your squirrel room is air conditioned, your squirrels will need heat longer than 

squirrels in a non-air conditioned room.  If you use a heating pad, be sure to place it under the 

container, not inside the container, and under only half the nest so the babies can move away 

from the heat if they get too hot. 

 

Nestmates: 

 

Baby squirrels do much better integrating back into the wild if they are raised with another 

squirrel.  New baby arrivals should be isolated until you are sure they harbor no parasites or 

infectious diseases but then you need to find a littermate for him/her.  If you do not have other 

babies the same age, call other rehabbers to find a baby…or two or three that are about the same 

age and raise them together. 

 

You can add baby squirrels to non-familial litters up until they are about a week away from 

going out into an outdoor cage.  They need at least a week together, indoors, to bond as juveniles 

turn wild very quickly and become territorial once they are outside.  Squirrels that are perceived 

as non-family are not readily tolerated outside. 

 

Don’t attempt to add a juvenile squirrel or squirrels to an outside cage that already contains one 

or more squirrels.  It is better to leave a single juvenile squirrel alone in an outside cage than to 

risk fights and injury by introducing a new littermate. 

 

Adult squirrels, unless raised from babyhood, together, should never be housed together. 

 

Nesting Materials:  
 

Use old newspaper covered with white paper towels to line squirrel boxes.  The newspaper 

absorbs more urine than paper towels, alone.  The white paper towels ensure that squirrels are 

not exposed to printer’s ink or dyes and gives you an early warning to soft stools/diarrheal 

conditions.  Papers should be changed frequently. 
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Squirrels with their eyes closed need a warm, secure place resembling their natural nest 

depression. Old pieces of sweatshirt are ideal for nesting cloths as this cloth retains heat and 

doesn’t ravel...little toenails don’t get caught in it like they might with terry cloth.  Plush 

materials also provide a warm nest.  Light colored materials are better than dark colors as you 

can more easily tell if the squirrel is having a stool problem or a bleeding problem that you may 

have missed on examination.   

 

To emulate a natural nest, roll up one end of the cloth to form a barrier to keep squirrels from 

rolling out of the nest and cover the squirrels up with the other end.  Nesting cloths should be 

changed and washed frequently in hot water with a bit of Clorox to ensure they are kept sanitary 

for the next use.  Frequent washing also ensures that you are getting rid of any flea eggs that may 

have fallen off the squirrels onto the cloth.   

 

Developmental Chart: 

 

Newborn – 1 week old  

Fur None.  Pink and hairless first 3 days then progressive 

darkening of skin on head; underside remains pink. 

Eyes Tightly shut, bulgy; eye slit not easily discernible. 

Ears Tightly glued to side of head. 

Umbilicus Cord present to approximately the 10
th
 day. 

Weight Approximately 15 grams. 

Diet Formula every 2 to 2 ½ hours + 1 night feeding (6 – 8 

feedings/day) 

 

1 – 2 weeks old  

Fur Pigmentation grayish, fur beginning to grow from head down 

the back to tail. 

Eyes Eye slit gaining definition. 

Ears Beginning to unglue from head toward end of 2
nd
 week. 

Diet Formula every 2 to 2 ½ hours + 1 night feeding (6 – 8 

feedings/day) 

 

2 – 3 weeks old  

Fur Furring evident on entire body; hairs sticking out on tail; 

blonde fur on underside. 

Eyes Eyelids turning buff-brown; eye slits well developed; eyeballs 

less bulgy. 

Ears Unglued, developing hair; may react to sound in 3
rd
 week. 

Diet Formula every 3 – 4 hours + 1 night (6 feedings/day). 
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3 – 4 weeks old  

Fur Coat becoming fuller, abdomen hairs thicker.  Underside of tail 

not furred. 

Eyes Well developed, more natural appearance; look about ready to 

open.  Eyes open anytime from 30 days to 6 weeks (4 – 5 

weeks average). 

Ears Well developed and normal looking before the end of the 4
th
 

week. 

Teeth By the end of the 3
rd
 week the lower incisors should have 

emerged. 

Diet Formula every 3 – 4 hours + 1 night (6 feedings/day). 

 

4 – 5 weeks old  

Fur Thicker; slight bush to tail. 

Eyes Open but looks sleepy.  May open one at a time. 

Teeth Upper incisors should cut at 5 weeks.  Will eventually have 22 

teeth. 

Activity May begin to walk awkwardly; still mostly inactive. 

Diet Formula every 5 – 6 hours, no night feeding (4 feedings/day).  

Begin laying out adult food…shelled nuts, grapes cut in half, 

apple bits.  Also provide a shallow bowl of distilled water. 

 

5 – 6 weeks old  

General appearance Fresh, wide-eyed look; very active; grasps solid food.  In 5
th
 

week, baby may begin trying to sit on haunches (very wobbly); 

should be well balanced by 6
th
 week.  Tail begins to curl.  Will 

hop around and explore. 

Diet Formula every 5 – 6 hours, no night feeding (4 feedings/day).  

Stop increasing amount of formula per feeding and watch for 

baby to begin eating adult food.  Adult food and water should 

be available at all times and add crushed rat chow to the menu. 

 

6 –9 weeks old  

Diet Formula every 5 – 6 hours, no night feeding (4 feedings/day).  

Continue adult food and water available at all times.  Watch 

for weight gain and evidence that the baby is eating adult food.  

Begin weaning process if weight increases. 

 

10 weeks and up  

Fur Pelage well developed; tail bushy and furred except about 1” 

on underside base of tail (completely furred by 12 weeks). 

Diet Weaning process should be close to completion.  Add 

unshelled nuts to diet. 
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Feeding: 

 

Baby squirrels should not be fed cow’s milk or goat’s milk.  These products will give baby 

squirrels diarrhea. 

 

Formula: 1 part Esbilac puppy milk replacement powder 

  2 parts distilled water 

 

Refer to the developmental chart to determine how often to feed.  To determine the amount of 

formula to feed the baby, calculate 25% of the baby’s weight in grams, then divide this number 

by the number of feedings per day.  This calculation gives you a good starting amount in cc’s to 

feed per feeding.  Example:  A 45 gram baby that is about three weeks old should receive 1.9cc 

formula per feeding. (45g X .25 = 11.25cc, then 11.25/6 feedings per day = 1.9cc per feeding).  

A 6 week old 110g baby should receive 6.9cc per feeding (110g X .25 = 27.5cc, then 27.5cc/4 

feedings per day = 6.9cc per feeding).  If the baby doesn’t gain on this amount, you can increase 

the amount per feeding slightly but watch for diarrhea.  If stools soften, you may need to 

decrease the amount of formula per feeding and add another feeding, instead.  A small amount of 

lactobacillus acidophollus (.3cc) after each meal will help to keep the baby’s good intestinal flora 

in balance. 

 

If a new baby refuses the formula at first, place a tiny amount of Nutrical on the nipple tip and 

try again.  If the baby stops eating before finishing the amount you have prepared, do not force 

the baby to finish.  Usually a new baby will adjust to Esbilac after a few feedings.  If it doesn’t, 

check to see that your formula is the right temperature (it needs to be warm but not hot -- you 

should be able to hold your finger in the formula without burning it).  And if the baby’s tummy 

begins to feel full, stop feeding.  With very young squirrels, you can actually see the formula in 

their stomachs through their skin. 

 

Baby squirrels are usually fed with a long rubber nipple attached to a syringe.  Some babies, 

though, prefer being fed with a dropper.  Use whatever means works with your individual baby. 

 

Squirrels eat so quickly that it is very easy for them to aspirate (choke and get formula into their 

lungs).  This can lead to pneumonia and death so it is important to feed them very slowly and 

carefully.  As the swallowing reflex in young babies (under 4 weeks of age) is not fully 

developed, feed these babies in a sitting position so gravity will help to ensure formula flows into 

the baby’s stomach.  Older babies can be fed either lying on their tummies or sitting upright.  Try 

to avoid feeding in awkward positions where the baby’s neck is stretched up or back because this 

can cause aspiration.   

 

Infants with their eyes closed must be stimulated after each feeding.  Use a Q-tip to lightly tap or 

flick over the genital area until the baby has urinated and produced a stool.  Keep track of this on 

your chart.  Once the eyes are open and you see the baby urinating on it’s own, you no longer 

need to stimulate. 

 

Any dietary changes must be made gradually (including weaning).  Adding a sterile, natural bone 

(available at pet stores) by eight weeks of age gives the baby something to chew on in order to 
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keep the incisors trimmed.  Also a mineral block  (found in the bird section of your pet store) can 

be placed in the cage for added calcium. 

 

When the babies eyes open, you can begin laying out some adult food (shelled peanuts or pecans, 

grapes cut in half).  It usually takes about a week after their eyes open for babies to begin 

showing an interest in adult foods.  When they do, add crushed rat chow as their primary food 

source. The juvenile and adult diet in captivity should consist of 90% rat chow or monkey 

biscuits and 10% of the following food items: 

 

• bananas, apples, grapes, tofu, yogurt, broccoli, sweet potato, kale 

• buds and bark of oak and other nut trees and fruit trees,  

• seeds, nuts, pine twigs and cones, 

• a variety of fruits such as dogwood berries, wild strawberries, nandina berries, grapes, apples, 

etc., 

• fungi (don’t be surprised to see one eating a toad stool) and grasses, 

• insects and their larvae, mealworms  

• amphibians, small or nestling birds. 

 

Rat chow has the complete vitamin and mineral requirements necessary to keep your charges 

healthy until they are released.  When squirrels are raised on diets of just nuts and seeds and 

other high fat items, they develop calcium deficiency that can cause metabolic bone disease. 

 

Once the babies start eating adult foods, you can begin the weaning process.  Total the formula 

you are feeding per day, then reduce each feeding by .5cc.  Wait until you see a weight gain then 

reduce the amount you are feeding by .5cc again.  When you have reduced the total intake by the 

amount of one feeding, you can drop a feeding.  Continue this process until the baby is off 

formula or until the baby refuses the bottle…whichever comes first. 

 

 

RELEASE: 

 

Moving to an outside environment is very scary for juvenile squirrels as there are a lot of sights, 

sounds and smells that are new to them.  When placed in the big, outside cage, they usually find 

the nest box quickly and will stay in the box for several days before venturing out into the cage 

to explore.  Therefore, it is always a good idea to fill up the nest box with leaves for warmth and 

add some food to the nest so the juveniles have some time to adjust to the strange surroundings 

without having to leave the nest for food.   Once they are exploring outside the nest box, give 

them at least three weeks to adjust to the outside before evaluating them for final release. 

 

Juveniles can be released if the following criteria are met: 

 

• They have become acclimated to the weather.  This is especially important if you are 

releasing fall babies. 

• They are able to crack hard nuts and are demonstrating that they can gnaw to keep their teeth 

in shape. 

• They demonstrate good balance and climbing skills. 
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• They fear predators including yourself and any neighborhood cats. 

• They know how to cache food, i.e. they are burying peanuts in the leaves on the bottom of 

the cage. 

• They recognize their natural food... this means you need to be providing some natural foods 

like bark, seeds and berries. 

• Good weather is predicted for several days after release. 

 

When the juveniles are ready to go, open the escape hatch on the outside cage.  Some juveniles 

will find their way out the escape hatch within a half hour while others will take several days to 

finally venture out.  Some will continue to come back for several days or weeks to sleep in the 

nest box at night while others will leave the first day and never return.  Continue to feed for 

several weeks to be sure your juveniles have a smooth transition.   

 

You may want to hang a nest box or two in the surrounding trees to provide your juveniles a safe 

haven while they adjust to the area.  Be sure nest boxes that are hung in trees have a baffle to 

guard against predators and that the hinged door is secured with a screw.  Raccoons are very deft 

at opening hook and eye door closures and other latches. 

 

Wintering over Fall Juveniles: 

 

If you have fall juveniles (juveniles born in the fall), they need to be ready for release by the end 

of October in our area to be sure they have enough time to build a nest and store away enough 

food for the winter.  If your juveniles will not be ready for release by the end of October, you 

will need to winter them over (keep them in the outside cage until spring).   If you winter over, 

you need to be especially careful that their diet is balanced (90% rat chow or monkey chow, 10% 

other adult foods) to guard against metabolic bone disease.  Metabolic bone disease occurs when 

there is not enough calcium in the diet.  This calcium deficiency leads to weak bones and, if left 

untreated, can lead to seizures and death.  Calcium supplements cannot make up for an 

unbalanced diet. 

 

Before placing babies in the outside cage, be sure they are “winterized” – gradually acclimated to 

colder temperatures so their fur will grow thick to protect them from the cold.  An easy way to 

do this is to turn off the heat in your rehab room, then gradually open the window to allow for 

the temperature to cool. 

 

Babies that are wintered over can be released in the spring once there is an ample natural food 

supply available to them.  In our area, you can release babies after the dogwood blooms. 

 

 

INJURIES AND PARASITES: 

 

Abscesses:  An abscess is an infected lump of pus or fluids that develops at the site of a 

wound…usually a puncture wound.  You may be able to open it up to drain the fluid by applying 

moist, warm compresses.  If the abscess is severe, it may have to be lanced by a veterinarian.  

Once opened and allowed to drain, flush the wound with weakened Betadine solution (do not use 

Betadine scrub) or Nolvasan.  Be sure to keep the wound open and draining so it can heal 
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properly.  Panalog ointment can be squeezed into the wound.  A systemic antibiotic such as 

Baytril may be necessary for severe abscesses. 

 

Abrasions, scratches:  Cleanse well with weakened Betadine solution (do not use Betadine 

scrub) or Nolvasan.  Treat with Panalog ointment or Neosporin. 

 

Back Injuries:  Symptoms may include squirrel dragging its back legs or inability to curl its tail 

over its back (if old enough to do this).  Consult a vet to help you assess this condition. In some 

instances, the squirrel may be experiencing pinched nerves (often happens if caught by dog) or 

swollen tissue (often happens if fell out of tree) which is keeping the squirrel from moving it’s 

legs, neck or back.  You may not be able to tell immediately if this is a temporary condition or a 

permanent disability such as a spinal cord injury.  Treat with steroids (dexamethasone or 

prednisone) or Azium to reduce swelling.  Also check bladder and bowel function to be sure the 

squirrel is not developing constipation or urinary backup which could lead to kidney failure.  If 

the squirrel is unable to urinate, you may need to depress the squirrel’s bladder until it recovers 

the ability to urinate on its own.  Be sure to wipe the squirrel dry to prevent urine burn and 

bedsores.  If the condition does not clear up in a week, revisit your vet to reassess the squirrel’s 

condition.  If there is spinal cord damage that permanently disables the squirrel’s ability to climb 

trees and jump from branch to branch or if the squirrel’s back is broken, the squirrel should be 

euthanized. 

 

Bite Wounds/Punctures:  Clean and flush well with weakened Betadine solution (do not use 

Betadine scrub).  Using the tip of a syringe, open up punctures and flush out well with the tip in 

the wound as deeply as possible.  Keep open to prevent abscess.  Consult your vet about 

antibiotic therapy. 

 

Bloat:  Results in overfeeding, improper diet, parasites, change in diet or constipation.  Keep 

animal warm, massage belly and try simethicone which can be found in the drug store under the 

name of baby colic or mylicon drops.  Give the squirrel a few drops 4 – 6 times daily. 

 

Broken Bones:  Consult your veterinarian on the severity of the break.  In some cases, breaks 

close to the hip area can be pinned but not all vets will do this, nor should you request it if there 

are other serious injuries and other broken bones.  Remember that a squirrel needs to be able to 

climb trees and leap from branch to branch in order to survive.  Euthanasia may be the most 

humane choice if there are multiple broken bones. 

 

Cat Bite:  Flush out wounds with Betadyne solution (do not use Betadyne scrub).  Apply 

Neosporin.  Treat with Baytril twice a day for three days. 

 

You can get Baytril from your vet in two forms: Baytril injectable (22.7 MG/ML) or Baytril 22.7 

MG tablets.  Baytril liquid (injectable) provides the purest form of the drug and, as a liquid, it 

gets into the bloodstream faster so it is most effective for an animal that is in very bad shape.   

If you use the Baytril injectable form, the drug should be given ORALLY rather than 

intramuscularly.  See chart on page 18 for correct dosage. 
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Baytril tablets need to be finely crushed and mixed with distilled water in order to administer the 

drug.  The advantage to using this form of the drug are portability, longer shelf life of the tablets 

and you don’t have to worry about sterile needles and contamination of your supply.  The Baytril 

soup is prepared as follows: 

 

 Crush ¼ tablet of Baytril 22.7 MG 

 Mix with 5cc distilled water 

 

Dosage is .5cc Baytril soup per 100g squirrel given twice a day for three days (different dosage 

amount but same dosage schedule as the liquid Baytril).  Prorate the dosage amount based on 

animal weight.  For example, a 45g squirrel is 45% of the weight of a 100g squirrel so you 

multiply the dosage for the 100g squirrel times 45% (.5cc X .45 = .225cc Baytril soup per dose). 

 

Remember that any time you administer an antibiotic, you should follow up with a dose of 

Lactobacillus Acidopholus two (2) hours after administering the antibiotic to replace the good 

intestinal bacteria that the antibiotic destroyed. 

 

Convulsions:  Can result from head injuries, infection or dietary deficiencies.  Do not restrain 

animal.  Keep warm and see a vet. 

 

Diarrhea:  Results from overfeeding, improper diets, parasites, infection, diet changes, weaning 

and stress.  If this occurs in baby squirrels, check these: 

 

• Are you feeding too much?  Reduce the amount you feed per feeding and see if diarrhea 

clears up. 

• Are your feeding instruments clean?  Sterilize after each feeding. 

• Add extra lactobacillus acidopholus to each feeding. 

• Feed only fluids mixed with lactobacillus acidopholus for two feedings, then go back to 

reduced formula feeding and gradually work up to full formula feedings if diarrhea has 

abated. 

• Try five days of antibiotic twice a day.  Remember to give large dose of lactobacillus 

acidopholus two hours after antibiotic is administered to build up good bacteria. 

• Have vet check fecal material for parasites. 

 

Hair Loss:  Hair loss can be caused by several things… mange, ringworm, nutritional 

deficiencies or sticky substances like formula or diarrheal matter.   

 

If hair loss is symmetrical, starting around the head and progressing backwards, suspect 

nutritional problems.  Boosting the protein levels and reducing fat intake can reverse the 

situation.   

 

If hair loss is patchy accompanied by scratching, scaliness and reddening of the skin, this may be 

mange. Mange can be very serious and can result in death due to infection if not treated. Your 

vet may need to take a skin scraping to confirm mange.  Mange can be treated with Ivermectin.   
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Ringworm is characterized by round, hairless lesions and is treated with a topical antifungal 

agent such as Miconazole powder.  The treatment can take several weeks so make sure that a 

contagious animal is not released or kept with other animals in rehab.   

 

Temporary hair loss around the mouth in nursing babies can occur if formula is not cleaned off 

after each feeding.  Squirrels can also experience temporary hair loss on the insides of their legs 

if they have long-term diarrhea.  Their hair should grow back if kept clean. 

 

Head Trauma:  Head trauma needs immediate treatment to avoid permanent damage.  Keep the 

animal warm and quiet, give fluids and give steroids (dexamethasone or prednisone) to reduce 

brain swelling. 

 

Maggots:  Maggots are the larvae of flies.  Maggot eggs are small, oval and white and are 

usually laid in wounds, around the anal area and around the mouth, nose, eyes and ears.  Use 

tweezers to remove all maggots and maggot eggs.  Be sure all maggots and maggot eggs are 

removed or you will not be able to save the animal. 

 

Malocclusion:  Can result from injuries, chewing on wire cages or be an inherited trait.  Prevent 

by giving proper gnawing objects.  If teeth are broken, they may need trimming while they are 

growing back.  Consult a vet for serious cases.  Squirrels should not be released if they are not 

capable of cracking open acorns and peanuts due to tooth problems.  Rather, they should be 

euthanized to spare them from starving to death. 

 

Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD):  MBD is caused by deficiencies of and imbalances in calcium, 

phosphorus and vitamin D.  MBD can develop when juvenile and adult squirrels are fed a diet of 

just nuts and seeds and other high fat items.  Signs of MBD include lameness, bow-leggedness, 

curvature of the spine, reluctance to use limbs, inability to chew properly, swelling of the jaws, 

collapsed pelvis and crossed eyes.  Juveniles or adults who are in the advanced stages of MBD 

may have seizures and fall off branches.  MBD eventually results in death.  Treatment: 1/8 Pet-

Cal tablet crushed and added to food twice a day for three days, then 1/8 tablet, crushed, daily on 

days 4 – 12, then 1/8 tablet, crushed, twice a week.  Also add food items rich in calcium (kale, 

broccoli, yogurt, tofu).  The best protection against MBD is a sound, balanced diet while in 

rehab. 

 

Penis Sucking:  This is a common occurrence in baby squirrels.  Littermates often displace their 

feeding impulses on unfortunate male squirrels so check your male babies daily to be sure their 

penis' are not red and swollen.  If they are, apply panalog ointment to their penis’ after every 

feeding and stimulate them to be sure they are not having a problem urinating.  Oftentimes you 

can stop this behavior by adding another feeding to the schedule.  If this does not work, you may 

need to separate the victim from the litter until his penis is healed. 

 

Parasites:  Rodents are very prone to many types of parasites…both internal and external.  Most 

squirrels have some fleas.  These should be left alone in the initial exam to decrease the amount 

of initial stress.  After the animal has had time to stabilize, fleas can be removed with a flea 

comb.  If the infestation is severe, a very mild flea powder that is suitable for kittens can be used 

very sparingly.   Dust only the lower half of the animal keeping the powder away from the face.  
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Change the bedding after every feeding to remove dead fleas and any eggs that may have been 

rubbed off on the bedding. 

 

A fecal exam is necessary to detect internal parasites such as round worms, etc. 

 

Respiratory problems:  Baby squirrels aspirate (get fluids into their lungs) easily in their 

eagerness to feed or they can come into rehab with respiratory problems due to exposure, 

infection or injury to the lungs.  When this happens, a “click” or popping sound can be heard in 

the lungs of the baby.  This can develop into pneumonia (raspy or labored breathing).  

Antibiotics are necessary to treat this condition. 

 

Shock:  Animals in shock are cold, listless and depressed.  Treatment includes restoring body 

temperature, quiet, and steriods (dexamethasone or prednisone). 

 

Stress:  Reducing stress is one of the most important aspects of wildlife rehab.  Keep stress to a 

minimum by avoiding unnecessary handling, keeping the hospital room quiet and meeting 

behavioral needs of the animal. 

 

Warbles (Bot Fly Larvae):  The bot fly drills a circular hole into the flesh of an animal to lay its 

egg.  When the egg hatches, the larva uses the flesh around it to sustain its growth.  The larva 

will leave the host animal when it turns into an adult bot fly.  While healthy squirrels in the wild 

appear to be unaffected by warble hitchhiking, warbles can tax an already struggling body of an 

injured squirrel.  It is, therefore, recommended that warbles be removed whenever possible from 

injured squirrels and babies.  Use your fingers to manipulate the larva and push it out the wound 

hole.  
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BAYTRIL INJECTABLE (22.7 MG/ML)  Small mammals: 10 MG/KL BID 

Give ORALLY to squirrels twice a day for three days for cat bite. 

 

Weight 

in Grams 

Dose in 

CCs 

Weight 

in Grams 

Dose in 

CCs 

Weight 

in Grams 

Dose in 

CCs 

Weight 

in Grams 

Dose in 

CCs 

Weight 

in Grams 

Dose in 

CCs 

30 .01 510 .22 990 .44 1470 .65 1950 .86 

40 .02 520 .23 1000 .44 1480 .65 1960 .86 

50 .02 530 .23 1010 .44 1490 .66 1970 .87 

60 .03 540 .24 1020 .45 1500 .66 1980 .87 

70 .03 550 .24 1030 .45 1510 .67 1990 .88 

80 .04 560 .25 1040 .46 1520 .67 2000 .88 

90 .04 570 .25 1050 .46 1530 .67 2010 .89 

100 .04 580 .26 1060 .47 1540 .68 2020 .89 

110 .05 590 .26 1070 .47 1550 .68 2030 .89 

120 .05 600 .26 1080 .48 1560 .69 2040 .90 

130 .06 610 .27 1090 .48 1570 .69 2050 .90 

140 .06 620 .27 1100 .48 1580 .70 2060 .91 

150 .07 630 .28 1110 .49 1590 .70 2070 .91 

160 .07 640 .28 1120 .49 1600 .70 2080 .92 

170 .07 650 .29 1130 .50 1610 .71 2090 .92 

180 .08 660 .29 1140 .50 1620 .71 2100 .93 

190 .08 670 .30 1150 .51 1630 .72 2110 .93 

200 .09 680 .30 1160 .51 1640 .72 2120 .93 

210 .09 690 .30 1170 .52 1650 .73 2130 .94 

220 .10 700 .31 1180 .52 1660 .73 2140 .94 

230 .10 710 .31 1190 .52 1670 .74 2150 .95 

240 .11 720 .32 1200 .53 1680 .74 2160 .95 

250 .11 730 .32 1210 .53 1690 .74 2170 .96 

260 .11 740 .33 1220 .54 1700 .75 2180 .96 

270 .12 750 .33 1230 .54 1710 .75 2190 .96 

280 .12 760 .34 1240 .55 1720 .76 2200 .97 

290 .13 770 .34 1250 .55 1730 .76 2210 .97 

300 .13 780 .34 1260 .56 1740 .77 2220 .98 

310 .14 790 .35 1270 .56 1750 .77 2230 .98 

320 .14 800 .35 1280 .56 1760 .78 2240 .99 

330 .15 810 .36 1290 .57 1770 .78 2250 .99 

340 .15 820 .36 1300 .57 1780 .78 2260 1.00 

350 .15 830 .37 1310 .58 1790 .79 2270 1.00 

360 .16 840 .37 1320 .58 1800 .79 2280 1.00 

370 .16 850 .38 1330 .59 1810 .80 2290 1.01 

380 .17 860 .38 1340 .59 1820 .80 2300 1.01 

390 .17 870 .38 1350 .60 1830 .81 2310 1.02 

400 .18 880 .39 1360 .60 1840 .81 2320 1.03 

410 .18 890 .39 1370 .60 1850 .81 2330 1.03 

420 .19 900 .40 1380 .61 1860 .82 2340 1.03 

430 .19 910 .40 1390 .61 1870 .82 2350 1.04 

440 .19 920 .41 1400 .62 1880 .83 2360 1.04 

450 .20 930 .41 1410 .62 1890 .83 2370 1.04 

460 .20 940 .41 1420 .63 1900 .84 2380 1.05 

470 .21 950 .42 1430 .63 1910 .84 2390 1.05 

480 .21 960 .42 1440 .63 1920 .85 2400 1.06 

490 .22 970 .43 1450 .64 1930 .85 2410 1.06 

500 .22 980 .43 1460 .64 1940 .85 2420 1.07 
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Squirrel Cage 8’ X 8’ X 4’ (can house up to 8 juvenile squirrels): 
 

• Use 2” X 4” treated lumber for corner uprights and basic frame.  Cross bars can be 2” X 2”.  Be sure all treated 

surfaces are covered by hardware cloth on the inside of the cage so animals will not be able to gnaw on it and 

get sick/die.  The front of the cage is 8 feet tall while the back is 7 feet tall to allow for drainage off the roof.  

The cage is 8 feet long and 4 feet wide. 

 

• Flooring is ½” plywood covered with rolled linoleum.  To prevent the linoleum from buckling on the floor, 

warm it up in the sun before attaching it to the flooring.  Wrap the linoleum over the edges of the plywood and 

attach it to the underside of the plywood.  The floor is 6” off the ground to prevent rotting. 

 

• The door can be made with ½” X 2” wood with 2” X 2” frame.  Door dimensions are 2’ X 5’.  Door should 

open inward and have a spring afixed so the door tends to close on its own (this helps you to keep animals in).  

The door needs a handle on the inside as well as outside so you can get out of the cage easily and it needs a 

solid fastener.  You may want to include a padlock closure if there is a possibility of neighborhood kids visiting 

your cage when no one is around to supervise or if you have raccoons that like to visit your feeding stations.   

To avoid sharp edges of the hardware cloth, wrap the hardware cloth around the door frame and fasten on the 

outside of the door.  BE SURE TO ACCOUNT FOR THE LAYER OF HARDWARE CLOTH ON BOTH THE 

DOOR AND THE DOOR FRAME WHEN LAYING OUT THE DIMENSIONS FOR THE DOOR. 

 

• Use 4 foot wide ½” hardware cloth.  Cut two strips approximately 20 feet long for the front/top/back portion.  

Crimp the two pieces together to form a 20’ X 8’ piece before afixing the hardware cloth to the inside of the 

cage.  Cut a 4’ X 8-1/2’ section for each end of the cage and afix to the inside of the frame.  Use ½” staples to 

afix hardware cloth. 

 

• Build a feeding tray and afix it to the post closest to the door so you don’t have to enter the cage to feed. 

  

• A squirrel escape hatch located in one of the upper corners of the cage is ideal for a soft release.  When you are 

ready to release the squirrels, you can  open the hatch and allow the squirrels to come and go as they please 

without fear of cats and raccoons getting into the cage.  Cut a ½” X 8” X 4” piece of wood and cut a 3” hole in 

the center.  Cut a second ½” X 8” X 4” piece of wood.  You will want to cut this second piece into three pieces 

with the center piece wide enough to cover the hole in the first 8” X 4” X ½” piece.  Hinge the center piece to 

one of the side pieces.  Use screws to attach the first piece to the second side pieces with the hardware cloth in 

between the wood pieces.  The hinged side should be on the outside while the solid piece with the hole should 

be on the inside.  Once attached, you can cut the hardware cloth to match the hole.  Be sure there are no rough 

edges exposed by either hardware cloth or screws.  Screw the hatch door shut.  This last screw can be 

unscrewed when the squirrels are ready for release. 

 

• There should be at least two squirrel boxes in the cage to allow the squirrels ample sleeping choices.  The boxes 

should be about 11” X 11” X 13”, should have a hinged door for easy cleaning and a hole 3” in diameter.  Afix 

the boxes to the cage studs near the top of the cage.  Use screws through the back of the box into the stud 

making sure there are no rough edges to injure squirrels.  It is also a good idea to have one or two squirrel boxes 

in the surrounding trees for the squirrels to use as halfway houses.   Outside boxes should be bigger (10” X 12” 

X 21”) with a baffle to keep predators out.  The baffle is 8-1/2” by 10-1/2” by ½” with a 3” hole in one corner.  

Mount the baffle about 15” from the bottom of the box with the hole in the back corner.  See attached diagram.  

Outside boxes should have hinged doors for easy cleaning but use a screw or padlock to secure the box.  

Raccoons can open many types of latches including hook and eye closures. 

 

• You may want to add a hinged door along the bottom of one side of the cage so you can sweep out debris.   
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Squirrel release hatch 

7 feet 

8 feet 

8 feet 

4 feet 

Feeding tray 

hinge 
12 inches 

21 inches 

Squirrel box 

10 inches 


