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WRI Member in the Spotlight:   Glenda Combs writes -  

   

I spotted the Wildlife Rehab class and I was hooked.  I took the class, obtained my state 

and federal permits, and began a lifetime of rehabbing. 

I have been rehabbing for twenty plus years. I believe I am the oldest (in age and time, 

lol) rehabber behind Sandy Best and Sharon Cihak. I have held the office of President 

of WRI two times, and have held all other offices except secretary/treasurer at least one 

time. For almost 15 years, I took on call every Monday. I had to snicker inside when 

one of the newer rehabbers asked me if I would like to take an on call class. It’s ok, she 

just didn’t know my history. 

I have been on call for everything from Bobcats to Beaver. Through the years, I have 

learned that;  1) a peacock can fly straight up, 2) you can’t catch a goose if it can swim, 

no matter how broken the wing is, 3) a baby porcupine call is really a hedgehog that 

escaped, 4) a baby raptor in a paper bag is really a chicken (who I named Biddle and 

used in education classes until he died; you’d be surprised how many children have 

never touched a live chicken), 5) that a baby duck can really drown, but you can do 
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Paul asked if I would write an article about 

squirrels and a little about myself. I’m not sure 

what I can tell you about squirrels that you 

don’t already know. They are my favorite 

mammal, right behind groundhogs. I can tell 

you a little about myself. 

I grew up on a farm in the mountains of N.C., 

rescuing everything I could find. I realize now 

that some of the things really didn’t need 

rescuing and that I probably kidnapped them. 

Years ago I was looking for a class to take at 

Forsyth Tech. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=opossum+babies&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=opossum+bab&sc=8-11&sp=1&sk=#view=detail&id=DBCAB4D6B94DF2D0450A6712E18747F1BCA7CC07&selectedIndex=2
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mouth to mouth and it will survive, 6) that after you tear out an older man’s front deck 

on a Sunday morning and stick Carla Johnson under the mobile home to get a baby 

bobcat, you will find out that the bobcat noise was really coming from his computer 

speaker sitting on the floor the entire time (but he insisted his computer was turned 

off),  7) you can work at your desk with baby possums in your bra and no one will 

know, 8) you can tie a rope around Carla Johnson’s feet and have her crawl in a culvert 

so tight she couldn’t move to rescue a baby deer, then pull her holding the baby deer 

out by the rope around her feet, 9) that it is not easy giving a snapping turtle antibiotic 

shots, 10) retrieving a 30 pound raccoon out of a dentist office wearing a red dog collar 

because it was raining and he ran in when they opened the door. The raccoon had 

obviously been someone’s pet that either escaped or was released. I put him on my 

enclosed back porch for the night and the next morning it looked like a tornado had 

gone through. Everything that could be moved or torn up on the porch had been. He 

was transferred to another rehabber, Bobbi Genteel, who worked with him and he was 

able to be released. Oh, the stories I can tell.    

Carla Johnson, Sharon Cihak, and I have done so many education programs that I can’t 

even estimate the number.  I was honored to have Gertie, the educational Groundhog, 

live with me for 16 years as well as two different educational skunks, Tinker I and 

Tinker II. 

I have not been as active the past ten years because of traveling with my job. I still 

teach the Forsyth Tech squirrel class and help Jean Chamberlain teach the Basic Med 

class. My job situation has changed, and I am going to be able to be more active with 

WRI. I’ve always had my state permit and I’m re applying for my Federal permit. I let 

it lapse when I started traveling a lot for my job. 

As you all know, the feeling inside you get when you release an orphaned or injured 

animal and see it fly, climb, or run free is why we all do this! I am hooked, I am a 

Wildlife Rehabber!! 

 

Do you have a bio and rehabilitation story you can share with others?   Consider 

sending it along with a selfie picture to Wildlife Rehab Inc. Network news.   The 

address is wripaul86@gmail.com  

 

mailto:wripaul86@gmail.com
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 Michele Poe, WRI President 

                                                                                         

A Florida River Cooter (turtle), whose shell was broken and back legs paralyzed, was 

successfully rehabbed for several months by WRI rehabber Kay Janke. With the help of 

Reynolda Vet, the Raleigh NCSU vet school and the Turtle Team, "Audrey" (Hepburn) 

has returned to the water and can be seen sunbathing among the rocks.  

                                                     

Michele says….. 

This season's fawns are here and the first one, 

covered in fire ants, was received by a fawn 

rehabber in Union County. Please remember to 

inform the public to leave the fawn where it 

is unless it is injured, because there is no substitute 

for mom and their best chance at survival is 

drastically reduced when humans intervene. 

 

 
 

This picture is my first fawn 

from last year who came into 

rehab on Mother's Day.  It was 

kidnapped and kept by the 

finder for two days before she 

called us.   
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Lately, we've received lots of donations (Yay!), including cages of all sizes and 

other usable equipment. Please contact Susan Epperson at sepperson@triad.rr.com 

before you buy anything in hopes we have what you need. Heating pads, which are hard 

to find, were donated by a former rehabber so contact Susan now if you need one. 

        

 

 

                                            

 

The young 

squirrel with the 

pecan is the first 

release of the 

season by 

rehabber Kitty 

Hilton. 

mailto:sepperson@triad.rr.com
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A "Feeding Mammals 101" was held on Saturday, May 12 with a number of new and 

seasoned rehabbers.   Photos by Michele Poe.   
 

                 
 

 

                         
 

Our Continuing Education classes continue to be successful! This month's Mammal 

Feeding 101 was attended by twelve members, old timers and newbies.  Melisse 

Hopping taught opossum feeding and with nine babies, helping students learn how to 

tube feed.  Kitty Hilton demonstrated a way to get cottontails to suck from a nipple and 

she was quickly named a "bunny whisperer".  Squirrel feeding, a group favorite, was 

taught by Susan Jolie who illustrated correct/incorrect feeding practices and students 

watched as a squirrel tasted watermelon for the first time. Susan also shared information 

she'd learned about preparing for and administering animal CPR and provided how-to 

handouts.  Jean Alfano brought lots of feeding supplies and distributed as needed.    

New member Shelby Mast won the door prize.  Much was shared and learned, but the 

main takeaway was that the class needed to be longer!          - Michele Poe 
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                     Susan Jolie 
 

WRI Website Upgrade:  Jean, Nancy, Melonie, and Paul have been working on an 

upgrade and re-design of WRI’s website.   So far we have specified some user friendly 

changes we would like to see, and have written up a Request for Proposal to send to 

potential suppliers.   More work needs to be done, and we will keep you apprised. 

On-Call Phone:  Can you help?  Contact nporter@triad.rr.com, or 336.414.2339.    

A big thank you to all On-Call Volunteers, Transporters, and Rehabilitators! 

The On-Call Team ROCKS!!!!!     

What a great team!  That’s not to say that we don’t need more folks to do on-call (the 

more, the merrier).  If you are interested in being trained, call or email me, 

336.414.2339, or nporter@triad.rr.com       Thank you so much!!! 

                                                  - Nancy Porter 

 

WRI provides some food, formula, and implements used in feeding mammals, reptiles, 

birds and fawns.  To receive supplies, the rehabilitator must be a member in good 

standing and take on-call at least one 6 hour shift per month throughout the year.  

Contact Jean Alfano at 336.701.9556.   

A corn snake was added to our snake 

pit that is maintained by member Susan 

Jolie.  With the addition of Courtney, we 

have four education snakes; two corn 

snakes, Vanessa and Courtney, one black 

rat snake, Pretty Girl, and our king 

snake, Smiley. The snakes attract lots of 

attention at the public education 

programs and must always make an 

appearance.   Brittany Varner recently 

became Susan's back-up.  She will help 

manage, handle and transport these girls 

to the shows.  Dr. Spindel at Animal Ark 

recently gave them a clean bill of health.   
 

 

mailto:nporter@triad.rr.com
tel:(336)%20414-2339
mailto:nporter@triad.rr.com
tel:(336)%20701-9556
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Rehabilitators:  We need each member who plans to rehab this season to 

submit a copy of their permit to Nancy at nporter@triad.rr.com for documentation 

purposes. It may be scanned and sent to her address or mailed to our PO Box (WRI, PO 

Box 24552, Winston-Salem 27114-4552).  A copy of the permit is needed before a member 

can go on our active rehabber list.     
 

WRI Public Education programs began in April.  Each year, from April through 

November, Wildlife Rehab Inc. volunteers hit the road to tell of the efforts of wildlife 

rehabilitators in our area.  We bring along our live educational ambassadors: hawks, 

owls, vultures, and snakes to help attract a crowd. 

The annual Earth Day Fair was held on Saturday, April 21st at the Winston-Salem 

Fairground, organized by the Piedmont Environmental Alliance (PEA).   The WRI tent 

attracted large crowds all day long.      

                           Photos by Melinda Smith 

                            

 

         

                           
            Jean and Maureen with a peregrine falcon                 Meredith with Pete, a red tailed hawk 

mailto:nporter@triad.rr.com
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                                                    Brynn with Strix, the barred owl 

 

Here are the upcoming education program dates we have at this point: 
 

Saturday, June 2nd 11 to 3.  Spring Festival at Historic Bethabara Park was rescheduled 

from a rainy day in April.  This is an on-going annual event sponsored by the City of 

Winston-Salem Parks & Recs department.  

  

Saturday, June 16th, 11 to 2. Hanging Rock State Park Visitors Center, along with the 

Stokes County Farmers Market. 
 

Sunday, July 15th, 1 – 4. Hanging Rock State Park Bathhouse near the lake. 
 

Saturday, September 15th.  Apple Festival at Historic Bethabara Park 

Note that Jean or Liz often present programs at schools, libraries, and clubs, and may 

need some volunteer help.  Learn wildlife education from the experts!   Contact Jean and 

Liz directly on those. 

 

Join the Wildlife Rehab Inc. group on Facebook 
 

Send items or comments for Wildlife Rehab Inc. newsletter to Paul at wripaul86@gmail.com 
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