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Rehabbers Ring in the Holidays 

   

Member of the Year Awards went to Liz Schmid, 

Nancy Porter, and Jean Alfano. Congratulations! 

 

 

                                                                                                                              

Wildlife Rehab Inc.  
NETWORK 

January 2018 

The 2017 Wildlife Rehab Inc. 

annual membership meeting and 

holiday celebration was held on 

December 4th at the River Birch 

Lodge in Winston-Salem. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=opossum+babies&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=opossum+bab&sc=8-11&sp=1&sk=#view=detail&id=DBCAB4D6B94DF2D0450A6712E18747F1BCA7CC07&selectedIndex=2
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Certificate of Recognition: awarded to Michele Poe, Brittany Varner, Kitty Hilton, 

Jean Chamberlain, Susan Epperson, Paul Spedding  

 

Wildlife Rehabilitators of North Carolina (WRNC) will hold their 16th 

symposium at NCSU School of Veterinary Medicine in Raleigh.  The symposium will 

be January 20-21.  Several folks from Wildlife Rehab Inc. will be attending.   Join us.  

Details about the symposium can be found on: 
http://www.ncwildliferehab.org/conference/conf2018/conf2018.html  

 

January is WRI Membership Renewal time!  Don’t be left out.   It’s the best 

deal you can get for $12 a year.   See the renewal form on page 9.  

 

Articles about otters, snakes, deer, and other topics can be found in the 

winter edition of WRNC’s newsletter which is now available at 

http://www.ncwildliferehab.org/newsletter/WRNC%20Dec%202017.pdf 

                                                                                         -   Jean Chamberlain 

 
 

 

 

 

* Jean is a Board Member of Wildlife 

Rehabilitators of North Carolina, 

editor of the WRNC newsletter, as well 

as editor of this letter.  Thank you, 

Jean! 
 

http://www.ncwildliferehab.org/conference/conf2018/conf2018.html
http://www.ncwildliferehab.org/newsletter/WRNC%20Dec%202017.pdf
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Spotlight on Wildlife Rehab Inc. Members             

       

 

Michael (also a rehabber) and I have been married for 34 years and we have a son, 

Levi, age 21.  I enjoy all kinds of music, and going to concerts- especially rock and roll, 

traveling, dabbling in acrylic painting and most any kind of game show and word 

game.   

Becoming a wildlife rehabber was an easy decision made after Levi, age 10 at the time, 

rescued a fawn from a neighbor’s fenced horse pasture and brought it home. We did 

what we thought was best and released it nearby the fence at a creek.  Sadly, we found 

it a few days later, the doe didn’t return and the fawn didn’t make it. I made a 

promise; I would know what to do the next time.  I’ve been a rehabber and a member 

of WRI for more than 10 years, the first seven as a small mammal rehabber and the last 

three as a secondary fawn rehabber.   

Michele Poe, WRI President - After 30 years’ service as a 

911 Supervisor and then the Evidence Management 

Supervisor for the Winston-Salem Police Department, I 

retired in 2006.  While working, I earned a BS in Criminal 

Justice from Gardner-Webb University and an AA in Police 

Science from Forsyth Technical Community College. I was a 

guardian ad litem for Davie/Davidson counties for many 

years as a court advocate for abused and neglected children.   

WRI logo clothing is being made available by Board 

member Nancy Porter!  On hand now is a limited number of 

short sleeved t-shirts that are navy blue with a lime green 

logo.  Long sleeved t-shirts and sweatshirts are also available 

to order.  Price depends on size(s) and payment is due upon 

receipt. Send your questions and order to Nancy at 

nporter@triad.rr.com 

 

mailto:nporter@triad.rr.com
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Melonie recently attended a two day seminar at the Carolina Raptor Center.   

“The Carolina Raptor Center Husbandry and Training Seminar was excellent!  I so appreciate WRI 

affording me the opportunity to attend. It was two full days of classroom and hands on learning.  I 

liked that they let us net, capture, and box a wild raptor; visit their hospital; and learn physical exams 

by demonstrating on a live bird. A lot of the information was geared toward training a bird to the 

glove which would be hard work but interesting to try.” 

 

 
Called WRI on 2 occasions: 1) injured hawk and 2) baby squirrel with broken back. 

Have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know this wonderful community of like-minded rescuers of wildlife. 

Was in the right place at the right time when Mickey Creel (veteran on-caller) called my church when I just 

happened to be staffing the front desk.  Said that a man had called in, reporting he had left an injured crow in a 

box at the front door of the church.  I was crazy busy, but dropped everything to go out and find and secure the 

box.  Mickey said she needed to arrange transport to a vet – I volunteered to take it for her.  Crow got a clean 

bill of health.  Mickey said she needed to arrange transport to a rehabber in Pilot Mtn – I volunteered to take it 

for her.  I was hooked!  Went thru FTCC class in spring 2015.     

I do not rehab, but help with on-call shifts and transport and support Susan Epperson as her Admin Asst. 

 

 

Melonie Almengual, WRI Secretary –I grew up in College 

Park, GA, got my BSN from Medical College of Georgia, and married 

Terry in 1987. We moved to Winston Salem in 1988 because of Terry’s job 

and have been here ever since. We have two children, Tyler (22) and 

Nicole (20), two dogs and two cats. I have always been a nature and 

animal lover but I especially love raptors. Because of this I took the 

awesome wildlife rehab class at FTCC the spring of 2016 and have been 

helping in the care of the education birds and programs ever since. Some 

of my other passions are spending time at Lake Norman with the family, 

working in my yard, and volunteering at Habitat for Humanity and 

Reynolda Gardens.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Porter, Vice President, Administration 
Have lived in WS since 1975 

Graduate of Salem College,     Single (never married, no kids) 

3 furry kitty companions (Nigel, Jaxx, and Minnie) 

Worked as Crisis Counselor & Coordinator/Trainer of Volunteers at 

Council on Drug Abuse, Director of FIRST Line Information & 

Referral Service, sold Mary Kay Cosmetics (won a car!), and Lead 

Admin at First Presbyterian Church;   Recently retired. 
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Send your pic and brief biography to me wripaul86@gmail.com for inclusion in 

an upcoming newsletter! 

Michael Poe, WRI Treasurer - For 23 years fighting fire and 

responding to law enforcement and rescue calls were a part of my life. The 

rotating shifts enabled me to always have a second job and during these 

years I owned and operated a landscaping business and then a custom 

deck drain system franchise. While working, I earned state certificates and 

an AA from FTCC. After a few years with the Winston-Salem Fire 

Department, I earned my NC General Contractor’s license and began 

building houses too. When my son was born, I left rotating shift jobs so I 

could keep a “regular” schedule. My wife Michele, of 34 years, says I 

traded a “helmet for a hammer”. Presently I own and operate a 

remodeling business and continue to install custom fit drain systems, but 

without a doubt, being a father is hands down, the hardest job I’ve ever 

had.  I’m a NC Bee Keeper and harvest my “Redfield Amber” honey each 

summer. Each yield is larger than the last and I’m hoping and working for 

an even greater outcome this season.  Michele and I have been rehabbing 

wildlife for more than 10 years and now as we get older, we take one year 

at a time.  In the middle of a hot summer, I wonder how much longer I’ll 

do it, but before I know it, I’m putting another fawn crate in the truck.  

 

Paul Spedding, BOD Member – Having graduated from 

Boston Univ. and UNCG, my career included business software 

projects and corporate training in manufacturing and 

healthcare.   Laura and I recently celebrated our 50th wedding 

anniversary with our two daughters and four grandkids.   

A few years ago our local friend, Joyce Reedy, was an active 

squirrel rehabber.  Why, I wondered, would people rehab 

squirrels??   To find out, I took the FTCC class and joined WRI 

in 2013.   Now I feed our education raptors, and help with the 

public education programs and with the WRI newsletter. 

mailto:wripaul86@gmail.com
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   Choices Change Government     

 

Recently, the Wildlife Resource Commission (WRC) announced it was proposing new 

regulations for wildlife rehabilitation in NC.  Four public meetings were held 

throughout the state to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to voice comments 

and ask questions.  Several WRI members traveled to Statesville to participate in the 

process.  To summarize, the majority of the proposed regulations were wide-off the 

mark, not well thought-out, and many required costly changes most likely to put the 

rehab community out of business. A few of the proposed rules were seen as positive 

changes like a requirement to successfully pass a state exam to become permitted and 

changing the on-site inspection and violation reporting processes. Every effort to 

convince the WRC to amend much of their proposal was presented, including possible 

solutions.      

 
 

The best outcome possible was accomplished! The WRC decided that because of the 

widespread interest and negative criticism, no regulation would yet be changed until 

further notice. In response to the unexpected turmoil, they are now forming a focus 

group, to include stakeholders statewide, to help write the revisions. Rehabbers were 

afforded an opportunity to nominate someone or volunteer to serve on the committee. 

Those selected committee members are expected to be announced soon and will be 

shared, including future status updates, on our Facebook page. Kudos to the hundreds 

of NC rehabbers, especially to those WRI members, who worked to make this happen!   

                                                                                       -   Michele Poe 
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Geraldine – A Success Story                             

                                                                                   

                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

On-Call Phone:  Volunteers Always Needed.  Can you help?  Contact 

Sharon at SCIHAK@myguilford.com      In 2017 WRI volunteers have handled calls 

affecting 160 squirrels, 184 bunnies, 113 opossums, 75 deer, 219 songbirds, 68  raptors, 

31 turtles, and 2 snakes.    A big thank you to all On-Call Volunteers, Transporters, and 

Rehabilitators! 

WRI provides some food, formula, and implements used in feeding mammals, reptiles, 

birds and fawns.  To receive supplies, the rehabilitator must be a member in good 

standing and take on-call at least ½ day per month throughout the year.  Contact Jean 

Alfano at jeanalfano@yahoo.com  . 

I am happy to report that Geraldine, the 

Muscovy duck, has been successfully 

rescued!!!  You might remember from our 

last newsletter that she had been dumped 

in early summer in the retention pond at 

Lowe’s Home Improvement on Hanes 

Mall Boulevard in Winston-Salem.  I went 

every day for three weeks and fed her to 

gain her trust.  Then, with the expert 

assistance of Fran Martti (the duck / goose 

whisperer in Guilford County), we caught 

and re-homed her to a lovely private 6 acre 

lake in Greensboro.  Geraldine now shares 

the that lake with 50 to 60 Canada geese, 6 

swans, a large flock of mallards, and last 

(but not least) her new boyfriend, Scooter, 

a male Muscovy who thinks that she is the 

best thing since waterfowl pellets. 

                                             - Nancy Porter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

mailto:SCIHAK@myguilford.com
mailto:jeanalfano@yahoo.com
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The following poem was sent to WRI by Mr. David G. Bowen, a local resident. He 

called the hotline and spoke with Nancy Porter about his saddened bewilderment over 

where and why all the wildlife had gone. Obviously, an earnest lover of wildlife, Mr. 

Bowen showed his appreciation for the caretakers of wildlife by making a generous 

donation and sharing his poetry with us. His unique and unusual need to call on us 

will long be remembered.  

 

 

LIFE CYCLE 

 

Those big gray geese with softened down 

When Autumn sheds her crimson gown, 

And smoke curls from a fire bright,  

'Tis then they'll wing the frosty night. 

 

My feathered friends the skies do crown 

With gentle head and eyes of brown, 

From shore to shore or strand to strand 

Where wild rice grows and eagles land. 

 

As then upon some lone request -  

On pond or pasture make their nest, 

A place where fraying cattails grow, 

A camouflage no one will know. 

 

Discernment with, and greatest care 

Until like tufted balls of hair, 

Small hatchings colored yellow gray 

Down rivered slopes will find their way;  

 

by David G. Bowen, 2008  
                                          (We've been given permission by him to share it in our newsletter.)  
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Wildlife Rehab, Inc. 

PO Box 24552 

Winston-Salem, NC 27114 

(336)-785-0912 

2018 Membership Request 

 

Type of Membership (check one) 

_____ Individual $12 

_____ Family $15 

_____ Patron $25 

_____ Sponsor $50 

 

Name _________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

City / State / Zip ________________________________ 

Email __________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to WRI 

 

Rec’d by ________     Date _________ 
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Find the Wildlife Rehab Inc. group on Facebook 

 

 
Send items or comments for Wildlife Rehab Inc. newsletter to Paul at wripaul86@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/spedding/Documents/Mar2017/WRI%20Info/Newsletter/Next/wripaul86@gmail.com

